A   COSTLY  ENTERPRISE

with the work. At the same time Salim told him to send the workmen.
So 'Ubeid went down to the Shihr end. He had barely forty miles to go
to link the coast with the road from the interior. Eight days brought frim
over easy ground to the southern borders of the Ba Hasan where he was
stopped again. He was idle for ten days and then Seiyid Bubakr paid $4,000
to Sultan Salim to bribe the beduin. Work began again in difficult country,
but, after a month, the armed beduin stopped it. A further $1,000 and
work went on for ten days and was stopped. The pay of the coolies over
the period was $8,000.

Seiyid Bubakr's agent in Shihr advised fam to give up the enterprise,
for he was sure the Qu'aitis never meant to press the beduin. That this
was so, I learnt from the beduin later. They were bribed not to allow the
work to go on but to stop it* The Qu'aiti Governor of Shihr had found
a very profitable milch cow.

Later Seiyid Bubafcr went to Shihr and demanded his money back*
Salim Ahmed said he was sorry, but the wazir, Seiyid Bubakr al Mihdhar,
father of my fiiend Hamid the present wazir, was backing the beduin.
He suggested that Seiyid Bubakr and he should go to Mukalla to see the
Sultan, There Sultan *Umar was told Salim's story and he ordered the
wazir to see the work was carried on. The wazir promised Seiyid Bubakr
he would do this, but persuaded him to ask the Sultan to order that Salim
should have nothing more to do with the work. Sultan 'Umar gave
tibe order and tbgn left for Tnflia.-

Al Mihdhar then asked Seiyid Bubakr to-send the workmen and some
more money, as Salim had all the other.   Work started agaia when the
wazir had had a douceur of $5,000.   But again the beduin stopped it.   liea
the wazir sent fifty soldiers and while they were there work went on for'
two months, and Seiyid Bubafcr spent another $8,000.

But Salim was sad to see this good money go by. He wrote letters to
Sultan 'Umar in India of the misdeeds of the wazir. Probably they were
true. Anyone could write true tales against a Mukalk wazir. Sultan
'Umar returned from India. Seiyid Bubakr al Mihdhar was dismissed
and the work stopped for good.

This is the complete story of an intrigue heard in various versions from
the three parties most concerned, Seiyid Bubakr, the beduin and Sultan
Salim. . I tell it because it" contains the elements of every great undertaking
& the Hadhraxnaut, the selfless* tireless Seiyid Bubakr, hdpfess absentee
lultans, grasping officials and greedy, troublesome beduiiu
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